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Venue:    
Pioneer Room, Castle Grand, 1- 17 Castle Street,

(Corner of Pennant Street and Castle Street) Castle Hill, NSW 2154 Australia

This live activity has been planned and implemented in accordance with the Essential Areas and Policies of the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) through the joint sponsorship of the Medical Education Council of Pensacola (MECOP) and Jaffna Medical Overseas Alumni (JMFOA). The MECOP is accredited by the ACCME to provide continuing medical education for the physicians. The MECOP designates his live activity for a maximum of 5 AMA/PRA Category I Credit TM(s). Physicians only claim creditcommensurate with the extent of their participation activity.

Post Session Tour : Cairns, Australia ( Aug. 4 till Aug 7, 2013 )

(Organized by JMFOA- Australian Chapter)

August 3rd 2013

Morning Session                           CME/ Scientific Session/ AGM

Evening Session  -  BYO Dinner

Master of Ceremony : Dr. Navaneethan

8.00 am - 9.00 am : Registration / Introduction
9.00 am - 9.40 am : Envenomation in Australia / Dr. Priya Kumar
9.40 am - 10.20 am : Pelvis in Pain / Dr. Apputhurai Anpalagan
10.20 am - 10.45 am : Morning Tea
10.45 am - 11.25 am : Transplant Demystified / Dr. Vijay Kanagarajah
11. 25 am -12.05 pm : Collective Trauma / Prof. Daya Somasundaram
12.05 pm - 12.45 pm : Management of Bone Fragility in CKD / Dr. Mahesan Anpalahan
12.45 pm - 1.45 pm : AGM  (packed lunch will be given to participants)

Master of Ceremony: Dr. Subakumar, Dr. Tharini Ketharanathan

6.00 pm - 6.05 pm : Lighting of Lamp
6.05 pm - 6.10 pm : Welcome Address
6.10 pm - 6.30 pm : Cultural Program
6.30 pm - 7.30 pm : Magic Show for children
6.30 pm - 6.45 pm : Chief Guest Speech (Dr.  Varman)
6.45 pm - 6.55 pm : Jaffna Medical Faculty Dean Speech (Dr. S. Balakumar)
6.55 pm - 7.00 pm : Dr. Vetpillai’s Presentation
7.00 pm - 7.15 pm : JMFOA - UK President Speech (Dr. R. Mathialagan)
7.15 pm - 7.20 pm : JMFOA - NA President Speech (Dr. A. Norman) 
7.20 pm - 7.30 pm : JMFOA - Australia President Speech (Dr. S. P. Vijayakumar)
7.30 pm - 8.30 pm : Dinner / Karaoke Singing
8.30 pm - 9.00 pm : Photo and Mingling Session
9.00 pm - Midnight : Dance / Vote of Thanks

9th AGM / Sydney Australia9th AGM / Sydney Australia



Dr Vijay Kanagarajah 

Dr Vijay Kanagarajah is, a Senior Staff Specialist Surgeon for Transplant, Trauma, and General Surgery at 
Princess Alexandra Hospital in Wolloongabba,Queensland. Originally from second batch of Jaffna Medical 
Faculty .He migrated to Australia in his second undergraduate year and completed his primary degree in 
Queensland. He obtained his Fellowship in surgery in 1994. Dr Kanagarajah is actively involved in many 
academic positions as senior lecturer in University of Griffith & Queensland. He is also instructor for 
Definitive Surgical Trauma Care and Advance Surgical Training Course.

Prof. Daya Somasundarum

Prof Somasundarum is currently serving at Consultant Psychiatrist in Glenside Mental Health Services, 
Adelaide, He was previously attached to Jaffna Medical faculty and mentored many doctors and students 
until 2007.

He had his Undergraduate Education in California State University, San Diego, USA and had his Bachelor of 
Arts in n1972.He had his primary medical degree at Kasturba Medical School Mysore in 1979.

He had his postgraduate degree in Psychiatry  at University of Colombo.in 1985.He is also holding 
fellowships of UK &   Australian New Zealand college of Psychiatrists.

Prof. Somasundarum was the head of Psychiatric unit at the University of Jaffna during the period of 1995 -
2007. He offered his invaluable service to the mental health services by actively involving in consulting, 
teaching and establishing mental unit services around Northern provinces.

Prof.  Somasundarum has authored and co-authored more than 29 books in English and Tamil, and had 39 
publications in peer reviewed Journals. He also has delivered more than 30 lectures and oration around the 
world in diverse topics varying from psychiatry to rehabilitation.

Dr Anpalahan Mahesan

Dr Anpalahan is a Consultant Physician at Departments of General Medicine, Geriatrics, Nephrology and 
stMetabolic Bone Disorders - Western Health, Melbourne, Australia .He is from 1  batch of Jaffna Medical 

faculty, and graduated in 1984.

Dr Anpalahan had his postgraduate in Medicine in 1989 subsequently had his MRCP in 1993 and his 
Australian fellowship in 1998.

He actively involves in teaching of undergraduate and postgraduate students and a regional examiner of 
Royal Australasian College of Physicians. Dr Anpalahan has published more than 25 research articles and an 
active peer reviewer for many Australian and British medical Journals.

Dr Priya kumar

stDr Priyakumar is an Emergency Physician at Concord &Canterbury Hospital, Sydney. He is from 1  batch of 
Jaffna Medical faculty, and graduated in 1984.

He had his Fellowship in Emergency medicine with Australian New Zealand college of Emergency 
physicians.

Dr Priyakumar has served in Jaffna & Colombo General Hospitals from 1985-1988 prior to his immigration 
to Australia.

Dr Apputhurai Anpalagan

Dr Anpalagan is a consultant Obstetrician & Gynaecologist and an advanced Laparoscopic surgeon 
thcurrently practicing at Westmead Public, Westmead Private and Norwest Private Hospitals. He is from 13  

batch of medical faculty of Jaffna and graduated with honors in 1999...

DrAnpalagan had his postgraduate training at Westmead and obtained his fellowship in 2011. He also has 
obtained an advanced laparoscopic surgery fellowship through Sydney West Advanced Pelvic Surgery 
(SWAPS) Unit, where he is now a member of the SWAPS team.

Profile of Speakers 



Chief Guests
Dr & Dr(Mrs) Varman 

Special Guests:
Prof. & Dr (Mrs) Ganeshwaran

Prof & Dr (Mrs) Ramadas
Prof. & Mrs. Somasundaram

Dr  & Dr (Mrs) Vetpillai
Dr & Mrs Narendranathan

Dr. K. Ranjadayalan
Dr. Jaga Pasupathy

Dr. S. Balakumar



Message from the President

Dear Friends,

It is a great privilege to issue a message as the president of JMFOA – Australia.  
The Australian chapter has started 4 years ago and has grown leaps and bounds, 

thculminating in 9  AGM today.  It was started as an impromptu group at the onset 
but was getting stronger each year. The new committee took over the helm on 
February 2012 and formalised our organisation by forming a constitution and 
registered it as a non-profitable organisation. We opened up a bank account to 
streamline and legitimize all transactions. All praise goes to the committee 
members who are a delightful group of people and it is a pleasure to work with them.

We are so lucky as we have a quite a number of Jaffna medical faculty graduates are living in Australia.  
Bar Sri Lanka, I believe Australia is the country where the highest numbers of Jaffna medical faculty 
graduates live. We should capitalise on this and bring them all together to contribute to our Alma mater, 
may it be academically or financially. Our motto is to help to advance medical education in our Alma 
mater, which in turn enhances the health of the serving population. It will take a while to achieve our aim 
but I am certain that we are on the right direction.

I will fail in my duty if I do not mention others who help to organise the conference .They volunteered in a 
thbig way to achieve the 9  AGM. They help us with their valuable time, even with their busy life. Others 

helped with financial contribution for souvenir. I have to mention the chief and special guests, a group of 
excellent teachers, without them we will not be here. A very big heart felt thank you to them.

I have been to 2009 conference in New Zealand and 2011 conference held in United Kingdom.  They were 
wonderful memories spilled with cherished moments. Friendship, solidarity and good camaraderie were 
all in the air. I felt a great nostalgia for the olden days.  I hope that today's events will bring all the same 
feeling in us.  

The other chapters have taken a big step involving themselves in a lot of projects in our faculty. North 
American chapter helped  with, needy students scholarship, furnishing of clinical lecture hall, audio 
visual equipment and air conditioning of faculty lecture hall, to name a few .  UK chapter is excelled in 
organising and co-ordinating educational activities. They sponsor lecturers from outside Srilanka to 
deliver the lecture in our faculty. As our Alma mater still does not have full gamut of staff, this helps the 
students to complete the curriculum. NZ chapter, which has very limited membership helped in funding 
the clinical lecture hall furnishing with the North American chapter.

So far Australian chapter's commitment is not that great but I hope it will change soon. It is in your heart 
and hands.  My wholehearted wishes for the new committee for your future endeavour. 

Dr. S. P. Vijayakumar

President



I am delighted to give this message to the International conference and AGM of 
JMFOA. The outstanding attributes that you have brought to the global health 
care environment make us proud. You have distinguished yourself through 
commitment to the profession wherever you go. We are grateful for many gifts of 
time and personal resources that we receive from alumni.  It is true that we draw 
strength from alumni through your immense contribution. However in this post 
war scenario there are myriad of ways that the faculty has to improve, we are 
pointed aggressively for the future. Therefore at this stage, it is obligatory that 
the alumni contribute to the development and rejuvenation of the faculty.  

We plan to implement two big projects, one is the construction of a professorial 
unit at the proximity of the teaching hospital, for which we have received the 
cabinet approval and we held talks with the Municipal council, Jaffna, to get their 
land adjoining the hospital for this purpose. The other project is construction of a 
five story building for a polyclinic setup, which also includes advanced research, 
diagnostic facilities and human genetic laboratory. We are also looking forward 
to academic and research partnerships at international levels. 

At this juncture I make an appeal to Alumni, be proactive and strengthen the alma 
mater, heal your mother Faculty, which was tormented by war and help us in all 
possible ways. My dream is of a Faculty and a time where Faculty of Medicine, 
University of Jaffna, once again be seen as the number one in the country. 

Good Luck and Best Wishes!Dr. S. BalakumarDean

Message from Dean



Greetings to all,It gives me great pleasure to join you all and to share this thmessage with you on the    9  Annual JMFOA event in Sydney, Australia. Thank you to Dr. Vijayakumar, Dr. Vathany Jeyaprakash and all others who helped to organize this event for the first time in Australia. Congratulations to you!In 2004, I had an opportunity to visit our faculty after many years. This visit coincided with the thFaculty's 25  year Silver Jubilee Celebration (also happen to be 25 years for our class). For this celebration the faculty organized a grand Medical Exhibition after many years, which I enjoyed and this took me down the memory lane. This visit also provided me an opportunity to meet with students and the staff at the faculty, some of whom had been there from our time! It also helped me to focus attention to the current needs of the faculty. With this in mind on return with the help from Dr. Sivarajini Indrajit and few other local alumni members, I felt the need to form this Alumnus to pay back and stay connected to our faculty. Our inaugural JMFOA meeting happened on August 21, 2004 in Toronto, Canada. Many alumni members from the United States of America attended this event and supported me with great enthusiasm. Subsequently, the USA group took the responsibility on leadership of Dr. Somesan and Dr Jasotha Shanmugarajah. Later Dr Nandakumar, Dr Selvaratnam and now Dr Norman guiding the North American chapter successfully as a registered charity extending our helping hands to the Alma matter.Since the first event in 2004, Toronto hosted two other annual events, and had many events in the United States, United Kingdom and New Zealand. Today, we are a large international group of alumni members meeting annually not only to keep in touch/share memories, but also to address/fulfill the needs of the faculty/medical students who continue to endure hardship back home. As pioneer groups, we went through many hardships in the early years at the Jaffna Medical Faculty. We are thankful to this institution for the training and opportunities it has provided us. Also at this time I would like to remember and say thank you to our many committed teachers who helped us, despite many shortcomings. I am sharing with you all a photo to recapture, some of them laying foundation for the faculty. I am also proud to witness the growth of my small initiative almost a decade ago.       I am thankful for the dedication many of you have shown specially the USA team carrying on the mission over the years in spite of our busy life overseas. Please continue the support and commit to JMFOA and its initiatives to help fulfill our vision. Best Wishes         
Dr. Santhakumar MBBS,  CCFP-BOD JMFOA

Message from Dr. SanthakumarFounder - Jaffna Medical Faculty Overseas Alumni - JMFOA 2004



I'm extremely happy to see the Australian JMFOA 
thchapter hosting our 9  AGM at this wonderful forum. Over 

the last ten years following our inauguration in Toronto, we 
have grown leaps and bounds to have chapters in the 
U.S.A., U.K., New Zealand, and a now active chapter in 
Australia. Having these AGMs has helped us to not only 
help our faculty and improve our knowledge, but also has 
strengthened bonds between our alumni's families.  

As you all know, since our inception, we have done several projects to better our 
beloved alma mater. Having completed several projects over these past ten years, I would like 
to mention several of these endeavors: the needy medical student scholarship program, 
financial assistance to displaced medical students during their difficult periods, assistance to 
dengue diagnosis and research, contributing to Dean's Fund for visiting examiners, assistance 
to charity organizations in Batticaloa, the nursing library project in Jaffna teaching hospital, 
and, recently, a $20,000 improvement to the medical faculty lecture halls. To carry out these 
projects, your generosity in contributing was important. I would like to kindly ask you all to 
continue to contribute to your respective local JMFOA chapters so that they can move forward 
with forming and pursuing their own ideas and projects. 

In addition, I would like to ask you all to join our JMFOA Yahoo group in order to 
participate in our goal of improving our beloved school back home towards becoming a center 
of academic excellence. The future of our organization is in your hands. I hope to see the 
Australian JMFOA chapter thriving in the future and I wish the best of successes for our overall 
continued growth and desire to excel. 

Norman Alfret (JMFOA North America, President) 

From the North American JMFOA Chapter President



Message from President,  JMFOA-UK

On behalf of the JMFOA UK, I would like to extend a warm greeting to 
our friends from down under. It goes without saying that the 
Australasian chapter of our JMFOA has worked hard to successfully 
stage this annual get together.  This annual event gives us all an 
opportunity to get together and further strengthen our ties with the 
alumni across the globe.

Since the re-launch of the JMFOA in 2005, I am pleased that our 
organisation continues to grow from strength to strength and the 

worldwide presence shows our conviction to share our common values, we learnt from our faculty 
days. Within a short period of our existence, with modesty, I wish to say that our organisation has 
h e l p e d  t h e  f a c u l t y  i n  m a n y  w a y s  d e s p i t e  o u r  l i m i t e d  r e s o u r c e s .  

As we all know, back home last three decades have been very distressing and traumatic for the entire 
community and this inevitably had a negative impact on every aspect of people's life including medical 
education. In spite of all these, our colleagues both academic and clinical staff over in Jaffna have 
worked extremely hard and showed unfeigned dedication, leadership and true altruism to battle 
through some very tough times. With some having to overcome extenuating personal and family 
circumstances in order to help people back home. We hope that future will bring much needed 
stability and happiness to many people's lives.

Our focus is clear: we want to bring back the glorious days to our faculty. In order to achieve this, both 
local and overseas alumni should work together to help and promote medical education. I am very 
aware that our alumni represent an amazing cross section of talent, experience and knowledge. Our 
faculty needs each and everyone of our support and I know that I can count on everyone here to 
provide that support.

I am glad that number of our very distinguished lecturers are here in the audience today. My abiding 
memories of those good old days include abundance of energy and enthusiasm that they brought to 
the lecture hall every single day and demonstration of excellent clinical teaching.

On a more personal note, I know my family and I are most looking forward to what our friends here in 
Australia have in store for us.  Knowing the individuals behind-the-scenes, I know for sure there will be 
some surprises: what they will be only time will tell! 

From your partners here in the UK, we hope you have a wonderful evening and one which will live long 
in our memory. 

R  Mathialagan

President, JMFOA-UK



12 Conochie Place
   ORMISTON

Qld 4160

3 July 2013       

I would like to congratulate the organising committee and the members of JMFOA for organising 
the clinical meeting and the reunion. I understand that there have been similar meetings at 
various sites in the past. It is very satisfying to note that the Jaffna Medical Graduates are now 
working around the world in various specialities and doing well.

I would like to wish the organising committee all the best and good luck

Dr Sri Varman FRCS

Senior Staff Surgeon, Bayside
Metro South Health Service District

The NewZealand wing of JMFOA wing conveys its best wishes to the Australian wing for a successful 
rdupcoming AGM to be held on the 3  August 2013.It seems not long ago that we had the great 

opportunity to host the AGM in Auckland. We look forward to reliving the enthusiasm and unity of 
organizing such a great event. It really revitalizes the unity among JMFOA alumni. You all are fortunate 
to live in one of the biggest continents and lucky to have the majority of the JMFOA alumni. We look 
forward to the exciting event. It is a great occasion and oppurtunity to recognise how the University of 
Jaffna alumni have become universal and prosper academically and socially.

Selvakumar & SIvasuthan

Message from NewZealand wing of JMFOA



Standing(L-R):  Dr. S. Achuthan,   Dr. S. P. Vijeyakumar,  Dr. B. Muraleetharan, Dr. A. Anpalagan
Sitting (L-R):    Dr. N. Sugirthan, Dr. V. Jeyaprakash, Dr. K. Jeevakumar ,  

Australian Chapter

EXECUTIVE COMMITTE 2012-2013

Dr. K. Ayngaran Dr. P. Nadesarajan



Dr. Nalayini Jegathesan 
17 th batch



Unsung heroes

The seven years of university life had been 
dotted with many cherished experiences.  We 
had the privileged passage through many 
renowned teachers. They remain in our hearts, 
are spoken revered, and some continue to 
inspire and guide us.  Yet another few come into 
our lives unprecedentedly, flash momentarily, 
and fade also rapidly. They are the unsung 
heroes. 

Travelling in time capsule back to 1999 or 2000; 
post war Jaffna with the medical faculty trying 
to rise to its feet after the crippling blow of war 
and displacement. The clinical departments 
are deeply in trouble in the absence of enough 
medical specialists to provide patient care, let 
alone the teaching. The Jaffna Teaching 
Hospital is an active base for the humanitarian 
mission of Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) these 
days. 

My third year clinical group walks through the 
mounds of wailing children and worrisome 
mothers for our very first lesson in paediatrics. 
Our anticipation itself is sky high as we wonder 
who will be teaching us. A sick child's bed is 
surrounded by an entourage and sitting in the 
middle is the young, white paediatrician from 
MSF (we later learn that he is French).   Caring 
for a ward full of young patients he takes also us 
on board for teaching, unflinchingly. We stalk 
him around for the next one month taking baby 
steps into the world of paediatrics under his 
guidance, a volunteer specialist from overseas 
who goes far and above his mission. Amidst his 
busy schedule he teaches, demonstrates and 
also shares a joke or two. While his name is 
elusive his kindness, patience, dedication and 
the love for parting knowledge are stone 
etched in memory. This may be one of many 
such inspiring stories around the hospital. These 
are abnormal times and people go to 
extraordinary lengths. I learn a lesson of life! 

Dr. Tharini Ketharanathan (17th Batch)
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JMFOA- Australia 
Clinical Meeting & Dinner Dance - Sep 29th 2012







Compliments from

Bridge View Medical PracticeShop 3, 27-30 Portico pde, Toongabbie 2146TP:  9631 6400 FAX:  9631 6700Macquarie Town Specialist Centre47  East Market StRichmond NSW 2754TP: 02 4588 5636FAX: 02 4588 5252

Dr. S. Sasikaran  MBBS, MD, FRACP
Consultant General Physician and Geriatrician ( Nepean , Hawkesbury Hospitals) 0402 309 952 / 0407 940 126



BEST COMPLIMENTS FROM 
Dr. ASOKAN PASUPATHYMBBS.D.PATH.MD.FRCPA

STAFF SPECIALIST. ANATOMICAL PATHOLOGY AND 
CYTOPATHOLOGY

NEPEAN AND BLUE MOUNTAIN PATHOLOGY SERVICE, 
PATHOLOGY WEST,
NEPEAN HOSPITAL

TP: 02 4734 3596
Mob: 0402 083 856



Blayney Family Medical Practice
1-3, Osman Street 

Blayney 2799
Ph 02 6368 4578
Fax 02 6368 9370

With Compliments 

Blayney Family Medical Practice 
and 

Vijayakumar Family

With Compliments 

Blayney Family Medical Practice 
and 

Vijayakumar Family



Compliments from

Dr Kala Jeevakumar
Twinkle Medical Centre

Shop 12-16 Northmead Shopping centre

2-6 Campbell Street

Northmead

Tel - 9683 5300

Fax 9683 5311



Compliments from

With ComplIments

Dr. P. Jeyaruban  MBBS, FACEM
(Emergency Physician)





Compliments from

Guyra Medical Centre 
                                                                                                                                                           
                                                                        

                                                                        

                     

                                                                        

th

Dr. Jeyakumar Thampapillai - 7  batch

th

Dr.  Senthooran Balasingham - 24  batch

Guyra  2365





 Compliments from

 Dr Nirmala Chrishanthan 
MBBS (Sydney) FRACGP, Diploma in Child Health 

Springlife Medical & Health Clinic 
1 Burke Avenue, Berala NSW 2141 

Telephone: 9649 7588 / 8964 7167 





Congratulations

from 

thNandan family / 4  batch/NY



Dr Thulasi Jegatheesan (MBBS, MD, FRACP)
Nephrologist, Orange Health Service, NSW.

With Compliments





Compliments from 
Nadesh, 

Puthearin, 

Pavindra 

and 

Sarinya.



Dr. Vallapan Thiruvilangam 
MD (Histopath. SL), FRCPA.

                
Specialist Histopathologist and Cytopathologist.

Healthscope Pathology, Bella Vista, NSW.

Compliments from 



Compliments from

 

Dr. S. Navaneethan
Specialist Obstetrician & Gynaecologist

Griffith Base Hospital
Griffith

NSW 2680
Australia

Ph: +61 2 6969 5555

MBBS,MS,MRCOG,DOWH,FRANZCOG



Dr A Anbu Anpalagan 
MBBS FRANZCOG
Obstetrician,  Gynaecologist,  
Advanced Laparoscopic Surgeon

Practicing at 
Westmead public, 

Westmead Private and Norwest private hospitals.

consulting rooms :

 
 

WESTMEAD

 
 Suite 9, Level

 
1

 Specialist Medical centre
 16-18 Mons  Rd  Westmead, NSW 2145  

 
 

NORWEST

 
 Suite 101, Level 1

 9 Norbrik Dr
 Bella Vista, NSW 2153  

 

 

For all appointments Phone : 02 8850 1821
Fax: 02 8850 1824

Website: www.dranbu.com.au



Best Compliments

From



Best Compliments from

Dr. Jeyarani Sivasubramaniam
MBBS. FRACGP, Dip. in Child Health

PARKVIEW MEDICAL CENTRE
suite 26 & 27 / 12 -16 Toongabbie Road,

Toongabbie
Phone: 9636 7757

Dr. Jeyarani Sivasubramaniam



Best Compliments
from

Dr. Malathy Sivakumar



Best Compliments

From

Dr. Priyakumar MBBS, FACEM

Emergency Physician

Sydney



Compliments from

Well Wisher



Compliments from

Dr. P. Lingathas
Compliments from

Dr. P. Lingathas



Compliments   from

Dr. Hutchinson & Family



Best Compliments from

Dr. S. Sivasuthan 
( 14th Batch)



Best Compliments from

 Dr Subramaniam Sivanathan
7th Batch
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